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Schedule of Entertainment 

10:30 a.m.
Opening Ceremony – Balloon Lift-Off
11:00 a.m.
University of Southern MS Jazz Lab I with Ernest Turner on piano
12:00 p.m.
Stage Break with street entertainment 
12:15 p.m.
Steve Hobbs Quartet
1:45 p.m.
Stage Break with street entertainment 

2:15 p.m.
The Four Freshmen
3:45 p.m.
Stage Break with street entertainment
4:00 p.m.
Tatiana Mayfield Quintet with Erskine Hawkins
About our Artists

The jazz studies program at The University of Southern Mississippi has been in existence for nearly 40 years. Its ensembles include two big bands, and six to eight combos of various shapes and sizes including the award winning Southern Miss Jazz Sextet and Hub Bones. Among the notable guest artists who have performed with the Jazz Lab Band I are Ira Sullivan, Bob Berg, John Fedchock, Ellis Marsalis, Jeff Coffin, Russ Nolan, Jovino Santos Neto, and many more.
The program's course offerings help students develop a foundation in improvisation, theory, arranging, and history. Most of the courses offered are open to non-jazz majors with the instructor's permission.
Jazz at Southern Miss has had a long and illustrious history. Thanks to the dedication and hard work of faculty members and talented students, former and current, the jazz program at Southern Miss is among the best in the Southeast.
Ernest Turner
A native of Durham, North Carolina, Ernest Turner has been an active member of the New Orleans and North Carolina music scenes since 1999.  Studying classical music (with his mother) and involved in many musical groups from the age of 4, Ernest naturally joined band, and eventually jazz band, in middle school which further developed his love for music.  At the time a brass player, Ernest thought his career in music was to be a trumpeter, but his newly started lessons with Barbara Cooke, his mother’s former college piano instructor, would change all that.  He credits Cooke for not only broadening his understanding of music, but for also fostering a deeper love and appreciation of music.  

Turner’s involvement in music throughout high school eventually led him to Loyola University where he received his B.M. in jazz studies and later the University of New Orleans where he obtained his M.M. in jazz studies.  It was here the young pianist learned the commitment necessary to sharpen his craft, and also encountered two of the strongest influences of his musical career, jazz pianist Michael Pellera and classical pianist John Murphy.

While in New Orleans, Ernest had the pleasure of playing and befriending many great jazz musicians including Delfeayo, Jason and Ellis Marsalis, Irvin Mayfield and the New Orleans Jazz Orchestra, Adonis Rose, Ed Peterson, Harold Batiste, Steve Masakowski, Tony Dagradi, Johnny Vidacovich, Brice Winston, John Mahoney and Michael Pellera.

Ernest currently is a member of the jazz faculty at East Carolina University and is also involved in various musical endeavors in the North Carolina area including, most recently, an international tour with North Carolina saxophonist Brian Horton and recording as a sideman on Steeplechase Records with Stephen Riley, Jason Marsalis and Neil Caine.
Steve Hobbs Quartet 
In February 2010, the Steve Hobbs Quartet held the number one spot on the Jazz Week charts for his Challenge title “Vibes, Straight Up”.  

Steve’s career began at age 7 playing hand drums.  He started trumpet and drumset at age 11.  At 17, he switched to vibes and from here things only went up.  Steve attended Berklee College of Music, where he received his Bachelor of Music in Percussion Performance in 1978.  He continued his education by receiving a Master of Music in Jazz Mallet Performance in 1982 from the University of Miami.

Throughout the years, Steve Hobbs has performed concerts and in jazz clubs in the U.S., Canada, and Europe.  He has been a headline at many jazz festivals such as Candid Records Jazz Fest (London), Jazz City Jazz Fest (Edmonton, Canada), Houston International Jazz Fest, Cape May Jazz Fest, The Telluride Jazz Festival, Clearwater Jazz Holiday, City Stages (Birmingham, AL), Denver Jazz Fest, Duke University Jazz Series, Jacksonville Jazz Fest (FL), Spoleto Festival (Charleston, SC), and World’s Greatest Jazz Series (Atlanta).
He has also performed with musical talents including Tom Harrell, Randy Johnston, Art Van Damme, Gary Bartz, James Spaulding, Don Friedman, Chuck Israels, Greg Abate, Giacomo Gates, Bruce Foreman, Kenny Blake, Jim Crawford, John Gross, Tito Puente, John Stowell, Greg Gisbert, Ken Walker, Spike Robinson, Ellen Rucker, Yuron Israel, Chris Potter, Gary Motley, Bill Anschell, and many more.  

Steve has done extensive touring as a leader or sideman with such players as Tom Harrell, Art Van Damme, Randy Johnston, John Stowell, Janice Barnett (“Janice”), Johnny San Sone (“Jumpin’ Johnny), and many more.  

Steve has recorded as a leader or sideman with Kenny Barron, Steve Berrios, Alan Broadbent, Luis Conti, Bruce Foreman, Tom Harrell, Randy Johnston, Joe LaBarbera, Victor Lewis, Bob Malach, Eddie Marshall, Bill O’Connell, John Patitucci, Rufus Reid, John Riley, Bob Sheppard, Dave Valentin, Peter Washington, and many others.  
The Four Freshmen
2009 marks Bob Ferreira's 17th year in the Four Freshmen. Bob's career with the group began when he was approached by former instructor and 'Freshmen' alumnus Kirk Marcy with an offer to audition for the renowned vocal group. One month after auditioning, Bob found himself moving to the group's home base of Las Vegas, NV. Ferreira's music studies started comparatively late in life when he started taking drum lessons his sophomore year in High School. Vocal training began Bob's Junior year when he joined the Symphonic Choir and eventually the vocal Jazz ensembles. After High School, Bob attended Edmonds Community College in Lynwood, Washington where he joined the regionally renowned vocal jazz ensemble 'Soundsation' under the direction of Kirk Marcy. After 2 years of performing with 'Soundsation' and 1 year playing drums in the alternate vocal jazz lab, Bob transferred to Central Washington University majoring in music education. However, after one year Bob joined the Freshmen and moved to Vegas where he still lives today. In 17 years with the 'Freshmen' Bob has performed to audiences in 49 states and 8 countries and the travels only grow more frequent.

Born May 16, 1976, Brian Eichenberger was raised in Apple Valley, Minnesota. He got his first taste of jazz harmonies in Minneapolis, when his high school vocal group sang Take 6's arrangement of A Quiet Place. "When I plunked out my part on the piano, I couldn't believe I would actually sing these lines. A few weeks later, everyone was getting a handle on their parts and this amazing thing happened. When all these weird parts were sung together, it just floored me…What a beautiful sound!" He continued studying harmony at Phil Mattson's School for Music Vocations in Creston, Iowa. "There were about 50 music students, living in the middle of nowhere, with nothing to do except play, sing, eat, sleep and breathe music." In 1996 The Four Freshmen were looking for a new member to play bass and sing the second part. With a strong recommendation from Phil Mattson and an audition, Eichenberger got the job. A few years later, Eichenberger moved up to lead singer. He is only the third lead singer in the Freshmen’s history. "I really enjoy singing the melody. I don't have to think about the notes as much, and I can put more focus on phrasing, tempos and the overall sound we make." Outside of The Freshmen, Brian enjoys spending time with his wife, Rebecca and daughter, Marisa. He also admits to spending a lot of time wandering around Minnesota on his Harley.

Curtis Calderon joined the Freshmen in late 2001. Three years earlier he had a chance meeting when the Freshmen came through San Antonio and saw him performing at the Landing Jazz Club on the river walk that led to him being called when their current trumpet player decided to retire from the group. Curtis grew up in San Antonio, TX and started trumpet at the age 11.  He won first chair in the Texas All-State Jazz band his senior year in high school. After graduating, he went on to play and tour with many big bands, including the modern day Glenn Miller Orchestra. He currently lives in San Antonio, TX with his two sweet

and gentle 100 lb. Rottweilers. Some of his musical influences early on were Clifford Brown (his favorite trumpeter), Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis, Dexter Gordon and John Coltrane. His current favorites on his Ipod are Stevie Wonder, Jason Mraz, Louis Armstrong and Joe Henderson.

Vince Johnson sings baritone and plays bass, guitar and trombone. He was born September 3, 1970, and raised in San Luis Obispo, California. In junior high, Johnson knew he wanted to be a musician. He says he has all the Four Freshmen albums and practically wore out the "Voices in Love" cassette while driving his car around town in his school days. Johnson brings a distinguished résumé to the Freshmen. Johnson received his Bachelor of Music Degree from California State University Long Beach in 1994 and his Master’s Degree in Jazz Studies from USC in 1996. His musical experiences vary from playing principal bass in a symphony orchestra to playing drums throughout his childhood (lucky neighbors!). Before joining The Freshmen in 1999, Johnson worked as an accompanist, educator and performer. He fills what little free time he has between shows staying fit by swimming, running and playing golf. The Four Freshmen and Take 6 are his favorite musical groups.

Tatiana Mayfield Quintet with Erskine Hawkins

The debut album "From All Directions" by the Tatiana Mayfield Quintet and the Erskine Hawkins Band is a collaboration record that the jazz world has been yearning for. Tatiana and Erskine met at the University of North Texas where they both studied and played together as part of school curriculum ensembles as well as on their own. Through this, they created a strong musical bond and have been performing together ever since. Therefore, this collaborative project was only natural for them to do. They both exhibit a great amount of creativity in their styles and arrangements throughout the album. On this album, one will hear an array of styles from Swing and Blues, to Latin, Gospel, and Contemporary. It's an amazing blend of styles that all people can enjoy from young to old!

Tatiana Mayfield 

Smooth, refreshing, unique and beautiful is how many have described the voice of Tatiana Mayfield, a 22-year old jazz vocalist from Fort Worth, Texas. Miss Mayfield studied vocal jazz in the Jazz Studies program at the University of North Texas and was a member of the Jazz Singers I ensemble. She is also featured on the famous University of North Texas Two-O' Clock Lab Band CD released this year (2009). She recently received the “Outstanding Performance” award in the college “Jazz Vocal Soloist” category in DownBeat magazine’s June 2009 Student Awards issue. In addition, she also received the award for “Outstanding Undergraduate Student in Jazz Studies” from the University of North Texas jazz department. Other awards and achievements in her career so far include receiving a National Foundation for the Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) Award for Jazz Voice in 2006 and performing on the “Showtime at the Apollo” television show in 2004.

Erskine Hawkins III 

Erskine Hawkins III of Grand Prairie, Texas is known for his suave and soulful piano/keyboard skill and sound. The 22-year old has been performing with various local and national artists in the Dallas/Fort Worth metroplex since 2004. He got his start playing in church as a child, and has performed with national gospel recording artist Myron Butler in Dallas, Texas in addition to Tamela Mann, Martha Manuzzi, and Tonex. He is currently a pianist at the world known "Potter's House" church in Dallas, Texas lead by the Bishop T.D. Jakes. Mr. Hawkins studied jazz piano in the Jazz Studies program at the University of North Texas and participated in their famous lab bands as well as play for the Jazz Singers I ensemble.


