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Schedule of Entertainment 

10:30 a.m.
Opening Ceremony 
11:00 a.m.
Northwest Rankin High School Jazz Band, Jerry Pickering Associate Director
12:15 p.m.
The Four Freshmen 
2:15 p.m.
The Tatiana Mayfield Quintet
3:50 p.m.
Tommie “T-bone” Pruitt
About our Artists
The Northwest Rankin High School Jazz Band
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The Northwest Rankin High School Jazz Band is an auditioned only group and is one of six performing ensembles offered to the high school band students at Northwest Rankin. The band is under the direction of associate director Jerry Pickering. The Jazz Band has recently given performances in the Walt Disney World Resort, Dogwood Market Grand Opening, the annual Valentine's Gala, civic and church events and campus events at the elementary, middle school and high school in the Northwest Zone.  The Northwest Jazz Band plays a variety of literature from big band, jazz, jazz-rock and funk. Students in the ensemble excel both academically and musically and hold leadership positions within the band program and on campus. The Jazz Band will host the Northwest Rankin Jazz Band Clinic this spring where four auditioned groups comprised of students from across Mississippi will study with jazz band directors, read new literature and participate a final performance for the public
The Four Freshmen
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2011 marks Bob Ferreira's 19th year in the Four Freshmen. Bob's career with the group began when he was approached by former instructor and 'Freshmen' alumnus Kirk Marcy with an offer to audition for the renowned vocal group. One month after auditioning, Bob found himself moving to the group's home base of Las Vegas, NV. Ferreira's music studies started comparatively late in life when he started taking drum lessons his sophomore year in High School. Vocal training began Bob's Junior year when he joined the Symphonic Choir and eventually the vocal Jazz ensembles. After High School, Bob attended Edmonds Community College in Lynwood, Washington where he joined the regionally renowned vocal jazz ensemble 'Soundsation' under the direction of Kirk Marcy. After 2 years of performing with 'Soundsation' and 1 year playing drums in the alternate vocal jazz lab, Bob transferred to Central Washington University majoring in music education. However, after one year Bob joined the Freshmen and moved to Vegas where he still lives today. In 17 years with the 'Freshmen' Bob has performed to audiences in 49 states and 8 countries and the travels only grow more frequent.

Born May 16, 1976, Brian Eichenberger was raised in Apple Valley, Minnesota. He got his first taste of jazz harmonies in Minneapolis, when his high school vocal group sang Take 6's arrangement of A Quiet Place. "When I plunked out my part on the piano, I couldn't believe I would actually sing these lines. A few weeks later, everyone was getting a handle on their parts and this amazing thing happened. When all these weird parts were sung together, it just floored me…What a beautiful sound!" He continued studying harmony at Phil Mattson's School for Music Vocations in Creston, Iowa. "There were about 50 music students, living in the middle of nowhere, with nothing to do except play, sing, eat, sleep and breathe music." In 1996 The Four Freshmen were looking for a new member to play bass and sing the second part. With a strong recommendation from Phil Mattson and an audition, Eichenberger got the job. A few years later, Eichenberger moved up to lead singer. He is only the third lead singer in the Freshmen’s history. "I really enjoy singing the melody. I don't have to think about the notes as much, and I can put more focus on phrasing, tempos and the overall sound we make." Outside of The Freshmen, Brian enjoys spending time with his wife, Rebecca and daughter, Marisa. He also admits to spending a lot of time wandering around Minnesota on his Harley.

Curtis Calderon joined the Freshmen in late 2001. Three years earlier he had a chance meeting when the Freshmen came through San Antonio and saw him performing at the Landing Jazz Club on the river walk that led to him being called when their current trumpet player decided to retire from the group. Curtis grew up in San Antonio, TX and started trumpet at the age 11.  He won first chair in the Texas All-State Jazz band his senior year in high school. After graduating, he went on to play and tour with many big bands, including the modern day Glenn Miller Orchestra. He currently lives in San Antonio, TX with his two sweet and gentle 100 lb. Rottweilers. Some of his musical influences early on were Clifford Brown (his favorite trumpeter), Louis Armstrong, Miles Davis, Dexter Gordon and John Coltrane. His current favorites on his Ipod are Stevie Wonder, Jason Mraz, Louis Armstrong and Joe Henderson.

Vince Johnson sings baritone and plays bass, guitar and trombone. He was born September 3, 1970, and raised in San Luis Obispo, California. In junior high, Johnson knew he wanted to be a musician. He says he has all the Four Freshmen albums and practically wore out the "Voices in Love" cassette while driving his car around town in his school days. Johnson brings a distinguished résumé to the Freshmen. Johnson received his Bachelor of Music Degree from California State University Long Beach in 1994 and his Master’s Degree in Jazz Studies from USC in 1996. His musical experiences vary from playing principal bass in a symphony orchestra to playing drums throughout his childhood (lucky neighbors!). Before joining The Freshmen in 1999, Johnson worked as an accompanist, educator and performer. He fills what little free time he has between shows staying fit by swimming, running and playing golf. The Four Freshmen and Take 6 are his favorite musical groups.

Tatiana Mayfield Quintet 
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Smooth, refreshing, unique and beautiful are how many have described the voice of Tatiana Mayfield, a jazz vocalist from Fort Worth, Texas. Miss Mayfield received her degree in Jazz Studies at the University of North Texas and was a member of the Jazz Singers I ensemble. She also is featured on the famous University of North Texas Two-O' Clock Lab Band CD released in 2009. She received the “Outstanding Performance” award in the college “Jazz Vocal Soloist” category in DownBeat magazine’s June 2009 and 2010 Student Awards issues. In addition, she also received the award for “Outstanding Undergraduate Student in Jazz Studies” from the University of North Texas jazz department in 2009. In October of 2010, she was chosen as one of the twelve semi-finalists to compete in the prestigious Thelonious Monk International Jazz Vocals Competition that was held in Washington, D.C. at the Smithsonian Museum. She performed before a panel of legendary jazz vocalists that included Al Jarreau, Dianne Reeves, Patti Austin, Dee Dee Bridgewater, and Kurt Elling. In the fall of 2009, she released her debut album From All Directions, a collaboration album with pianist Erskine Hawkins III. It was given a positive review by JazzTimes magazine in February 2010 and was also reviewed by jazz journalist, Scott Yanow. In July 2011, the Fort Worth Weekly awarded her as the “best jazz artist” in their yearly music awards. She was also nominated for a Dallas Observer Music Award in the fall of 2011. Other awards and achievements in her career so far include receiving a National Foundation for the Advancement in the Arts (NFAA) Award for Jazz Voice in 2006 and performing on the “Showtime At The Apollo” television show in 2004. She also has performed in several festivals, restaurants, and clubs nationwide and opened for artists such as Kirk Whalum, Randy Brecker, Dave Valentin, Bobbi Humphrey, and The Main Ingredient. She has also appeared on “Good Morning Texas” on WFFA channel 8 in Dallas on several occasions. She is currently working on her newest album to be called, “A Portrait Of LadyMay” that is scheduled to release in 2012. For information about Tatiana, visit www.tatianamayfield.com.
The Tatiana Mayfield Quintet is an up and coming jazz ensemble making its mark in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, often performing at several well-known lounges, clubs/restaurants, and festivals. In 2011, the quintet was awarded “the best jazz group” by the Fort Worth Weekly magazine. The major festivals that they have performed in Texas include the Jazz By The Boulevard in Fort Worth (now called the Fort Worth Music Festival), the Texas Jazz Festival in Corpus Christi, and the Zachary Breaux Jazz Festival in Port Arthur. Since completing the album “From All Directions” in 2009 and getting a positive review in JazzTimes magazine, the quintet has made it’s way outside of Texas and into the hearts of other U.S. jazz lovers via festivals and clubs. Since 2008, they have performed in the Gulf Coast Jazz and Heritage Festival in Mobile, Alabama, Jazz In The Grove Festival in Bay Springs, Mississippi, and the Porter’s Jazz Café in Little Rock, Arkansas. The band includes Tatiana “LadyMay” Mayfield on vocals, Caleb McCampbell on piano/keyboard, Gavin Kelso on bass, and Brian Harmon on drums. All of these musicians possess a high quality of musicianship and love of music that radiates throughout every performance.  

Tommie “T-bone” Pruitt
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For over 64 years, Tommie Pruitt has quietly lived the life of a Mississippi blues man.  From the Gulf Coast to the Delta and all points in between, he has traveled the back roads and the cross roads playing countless clubs and juke joints; form Mobile Street in Hattiesburg up through the Delta and from Mobile, Alabama all the way down to New Orleans.  He has played with Bo Diddley, Ike and Tina Turner, and Ivory Joe Hunter to name a few.  His fingers are deft and sure as they fly over the fret board of his electric guitar.  At 74, he can outplay and outlast men less than half his age.  He is a force of nature and those that hear him play never forget his name.  
Tommie Lee Pruitt was born April 17, 1933 in Ellisville, Mississippi.  He has lived there his entire life.  His father dies when he was 3 years old.  His older brother was a well-known blue guitar player named Bill “Baby Ruth” Pruitt.  Bill was shot to death in Ohio after a gig one night in a case of mistaken identity.  Tommie taught himself to play on a guitar he made from an old cigar box.  He would listen to “The Blues Show” of John R. from Nashville on the radio late at night and copy what he heard.  It was soon obvious that he was a natural talent.  

He began playing the clubs around Laurel and Hattiesburg in 1948 when he was just 15 years old.  He and his band became the house band at the Star Theatre on Mobile Street.  The Star Theatre was a movie house with a stage down below the screen.  Every Wednesday and Thursday night he hosted a talent show called “At the Parlor” where local and visiting talent could showcase their skills for money and prizes.  He would catch the bus to Hattiesburg on those days.  The other days he worked at R.D. Hollomans Grocery Store in Laurel.  It was while he was working there that he met and married Verta Bell.  He was 17 and she was 15 when they got married.  They have been together ever since.  

His next day job was working for Al’s Pawn Shop in Laurel where he worked as a clerk.  He would also take trips to New Orleans to pick up diamonds for the shop.  During this time he was playing in clubs around the state.  Working at a pawn shop allowed Tommie access to good guitars and other needed equipment.  

In 1962 he began touring with the Five Royals playing guitar and singing.  He played with them until 1969 when the band broke up.

Since then, he has continued charm and entertain generations of fans here in South Mississippi, his home.  His music keeps him young and thanks to the Internet, people from around the world are coming to know and love this bluesman from Ellisville that locals have loved for nearly six decades.  
In 2010, Tommie’s contributions to the history of Mississippi Blues were memorialized when his name was added to a Mississippi Blues Trail marker in Laurel.  

